What it means to be

GREEN

and how
to get there

By Rod Gustafson, DBIA, AIA

hroughout history man has designed his dwellings
aﬁhd buildings to be responsive to nature, to
maximize comfort and for protection from weather
infllfences. Ancient Romans and Greeks designed
shading and natural cooling techniques. This
tradition developed through the ages and
culminated in the post-war years of the
1940s and 1950s. One of the leaders of
natural environmental control was Frank
Lloyd Wright. He refined solar control,
created natural ventilation and integrated his
buildings with nature. These same notions

are driving the green movement today.

In the '50s an invention came along that changed architecture
completely. It changed building design more than any other single
development in history. It was called air conditioning. With air
conditioning, it became possible to use large expanses of glass and to
develop large building masses.

Since then, buildings have become the single largest energy

users in the developed world. They consume 40 percent of all
energy (including 70 percent of all electricity), emit 30 percent of
greenhouse gasses, consume 30 percent of raw materials and create
30 percent of waste output. With the focus on global warming and
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